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which gradually took shape, such vestiges of its original philo-
sophy as found their way into its legal codes did little to bestow
die reality of equality on men even of its own colour and creed,
to say nothing of Africans. Condorcet and the liberals of his
generation pitched their hopes too high, partly because they
over-estimated the driving power of their ideas, but chiefly
because they failed to recognize the influence of economic
trends in shaping history. What, in fact, took charge of the
destinies of Africa and the colonial peoples was economic
imperialism, evolving through successive phases, as capitalism
itself evolved.

Socialists when they aspired to take the torch from the hands
of the exhausted liberals, found it far from easy to define their
attitude to the dependent empire. What we have to  frame
is a positive policy. Because we reached, earlier than any other
political group, a full and happy consciousness of international
unity, we should also be the pioneers in showing how the
primitive and  colonial peoples can be integrated within the
organized life of mankind. Our duty is to find for these backward
races a function which fits them and yet assures them a prospect
of reaching equality with liberty. But long before the time was
ripe for facing these positive tasks, socialists were involved,
rightly and inevitably, in a root and branch hostility towards
imperialism. Their attitude towards the colonial empire, when
they tried to analyse its origin, was necessarily negative. They
traced it in its modern form to causes deeply rooted in the system
which they are bent on superseding. It came into being as a
by-product of the exploitation of the white proletariat at home.
Each in his own way? in successive generations, Marx, John A.
Hobson and Lenin gave us his analysis of the fatal flaw within
the capitalist system which explains the outward thrust in its
structure. This restless tendency to expand in search of colonial
markets and fields of investment is a consequence of the wrong
distribution of the product of industry. Always characteristic
of our unequal society is over-saving by the few and under-
consumption by the many. The ability to consume cannot keep